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SECRET KHARTOUM 2268 

EXDIS 

PLEASE PASS TO USDEL NEW YORK 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINT, SU, ET 

SUBJECT: SUDANESE INITIATING CONTACT WITH E/P FOR RELEASE 
KAGNEW FOUR 

REF: USDEL SECTO 13001; KHARTOUM 2233 

1. SAW MINSTATE KIBEIDA AGAIN SEPT 25. HE TOLD ME 
NIMEIRI HAD AGREED THAT GOS SHOULD SEEK BE HELPFUL ON 
HUMANITARIAN GROUNDS. HE HAD INSTRUCTED KIBEIDA TO PROCEED 
BUT CAUTIONED HIM THAT MATTER WOULD REQUIRE DELICATE HANDLING 
LEST THERE BE ANY SUGGESTION HE ACTING AS USG "STOOGE." 

KIBEIDA SAID HE HAD ALREADY INITIATED CONTACT AND WOULD 
PURSUE DILLIGENTLY. 

2. KIBEIDA THEN CONTRASTED PRESENT CASE WITH TENNECO CASE 
(WHERE HE CLAIMED POLITICAL DEMANDS HAD BEEN ABSENT) AND SAID 
HE UNDERSTOOD THERE NOW WERE POLITICAL DEMANDS. HE THEN QUOTED 
PORTIONS AUGUST 16 PLF PRESS RELEASE (ASMARA 0798) AND 
INDICATED IT WOULD BE HELPFUL, IN CONNECTION GOS EFFORTS SEEK 
INTERCEDE, IF SUDANESE COULD KNOW WHETHER USG MIGHT HAVE 

ANY ROOM TO MANEUVER WITH RESPECT PLF DEMANDS. I REITERATED 
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NEGOTIATE WITH TERRORISTS. CONTRARY KIBEIDA'S IMPRESSION, I 
RECALLED THERE HAD BEEN POLITICAL DEMANDS TENNECO CASE AT 
EARLY STAGE, BUT THAT THESE HAD EVIDENTLY BEEN DROPPED. VIEW 
SETTLED USG POLICY THIS ISSUE, BEST COURSE FOR PLF WOULD 
BE RELEASE OF FOUR HOSTAGES PROMPTLY AND UNCONDITIONALLY. 
FAMILIES OF FOUR MEN AT HOME ALREAD DEEPLY CONCERNED, THOSE 
FAMILIES HAD FRIENDS AND NET EFFECT OF NONRELEASE WOULD 
APPEAR LIKELY DESTROY ANY UNDERSTANDING OF ERITREAN CASE 
ON PART OF AMERICAN PUBLIC OPINION. KIBEIDA REITERATED THAT 
MATTER WOULD HAVE TO BE PURSUED DELICATELY, PARTICULARLY 
SINCE GOS HAD NOTHING TO GAIN. I REPLIED THAT, ON CONTRARY, 

GOS HAD GREAT DEAL TO GAIN IN SHAPE OF MORE RAPID IMPROVEMENT 
IN OUR BILATERAL RELATIONS. MATTER WAS BEING CLOSELY 
FOLLOWED AT HIGHEST LEVELS AT HOME. WHILE I PREFERRED NOT 
GET INTO SPECIFICS, IT SEEMED OBVIOUS THAT SERIOUS SUDANESE 
EFFORT ACCOMPLISH EARLY RELEASE FOUR MEN COULD BE EXPECTED 
HAVE SIGNIFICANT IMPACT ON OUR BILATERAL RELATIONS. I 
CONCLUDED THAT WE FULLY AWARE SENSITIVITY THIS ISSUE, FOR 
NIMEIRI AND FOR OURSELVES, AND ASSURED KIBEIDA IT WAS BEING 
MOST CLOSELY HELD. KIBEIDA EXPRESSED APPRECIATION AND SAID HE 
HOPED NO PUBLICITY RE SUDANESE ROLE WOULD APPEAR. 

3. COMMENT: UNCLEAR TO WHAT EXTENT GOS MAY BE PREPARED 
INTERVENE WITH PLF BUT SOME INITIATIVE HAS AT LEAST BEEN UNDER- 
TAKEN. IT GOES WITHOUT SAYING THAT ANY PUBLICITY SUDANESE 
ROLE, INCLUDING MORE SPECIFIC DISCUSSION WITH AREA GOVERNMENTS, 
SHOULD BE AVOIDED. 

BREWER 

NOTE BY OC/T: NOT PASSED USDEL NEW YORK. 
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